
The Bigger Picture
UK Disabled People’s Council’s report to the EHRC

Introduction

This report has been produced as evidence for the Equality and Human Rights Commission inquiry into the extent of targeted hostility towards disabled people. It is the second of two reports. The first report focused on a period of three months in 2010, whilst this larger report details all evidence we have found over a period of three years, from August 2007 to July 2010.
 
UK Disabled People’s Council is the UK's national assembly of DPI  (Disabled Peoples’ International), founded in 1981 to promote disability as a human rights issue.
We have, over the years and through our membership of disabled people’s own representative organisations (DPOs) and our sister organisation, Disability Awareness in Action, received and produced many accounts and research documents on the violations of human rights of disabled people.  This report is primarily based on events collected from the UK media on targetted crimes against disabled people from 2007 -2010. 

Whilst we acknowledge the importance of hate crime, UKDPC has concerns that the recent attention on targetted crimes can distract from the understanding that disabled people suffer mutiple and continuous violations of all their rights through the systems, structures and attitudes of society.  

Currently there is a very poor response from both police and public services in dealing adequately with hate crimes that are targeted against disabled people.  There is a reluctance by professionals concerned to acknowledge the inherent disablism in society, and disabled people do not report crimes because they fear the repercussions from perpetrators or those in authority and the continuous lack of adequate response.  And despite the Disability Discrimination Act, the judicial system, police stations, refuges, support lines etc are mainly inaccessible to disabled people.

All these factors motivate UKDPC’s work in campaigning on this issue and working on reports like the ‘Snap Shot Report of targeted hostility towards disabled people in the UK’ and ‘Getting Away with Murder: disabled people's experience of hate crime in the UK’.
Legal Context.
The Criminal Justice Act 2003 compels a court to consider whether a crime which is not specified by the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 is racially or religiously aggravated. The Act compels a court also to consider whether the following circumstances were pertinent to the crime:

(a) that, at the time of committing the offence, or immediately before or after doing so, the offender demonstrated towards the victim of the offence hostility based on—

(i) the sexual orientation (or presumed sexual orientation) of the victim, or

(ii) a disability (or presumed disability) of the victim, or
(b) that the offence is motivated (wholly or partly)—

(i) by hostility towards persons who are of a particular sexual orientation, or

(ii) by hostility towards persons who have a disability or a particular disability.[36][37
Disabled people also have redress in law for violations of their rights through the discrimination clauses of the Disability Discrimination Act, the Single Equality Act, the Human Rights Act, and ultimately the European Convention for the Protection of Human rights and Fundamental Freedoms.  

Overarching all these justice systems are those UN human rights instruments ratified by the UK, in particular the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability and monitored by UN Committees.
Evidence
As all police forces are not monitoring disability hate crime and targeted hostility, this report relied on media sources for the collection of evidence,
We have made every effort to make sure the figures used in this report are correct. We would like to highlight that the figures on gender and impairment are not the same as the incidents, due to some incidents involving equipment, rather than people. 
There has been much valuable research done on hate crimes and violations of human rights of disabled people covering one impairment only.  These reports do need to be seen in the overall context and estimates given that one impairment fares worse than another cannot be verified unless a proper analysis can be made from a large quantity of events.  

The purpose of listing the victims of disability hate crimes and targeted hostility in this report is so that appropriate action may finally be taken and so that those victims are remembered.

For full details of DAA’s UK violations database see APPENDIX 2.
Not Included

In this report we do not include all information on thefts of disability equipment like wheelchairs, mobility scooters, crutches, white sticks, hearing aids, blue badges  or of muggings  Whilst these thefts do cause great difficulty and distress to the disabled individual, they are not in the same category as disability hate crimes and are committed for profit.
Killings:

We have evidence that 68 disabled people were killed between August 2007 and July 2010.  

60 men, 14 women, 8 boys, 2 girls and 10 unknown people were involved in committing these attacks and murders. 

A full list of the cases is available in Appendix 1.

The details of each of these cases are not described fully in the interests of confidentiality. Many are part of ongoing investigations and we do not wish to compromise judicial processes. 

Nevertheless, the cases listed provide a detailed picture of deliberate targeted hostility, whether by relatives who believe they cannot cope any more, or think that their relative wants to die, to opportunistic killings or planned murders and executions. 

Several cases listed are of such a nature that no explanation could suffice as to why people would persist in torturing and killing a disabled person, except that perpetrators believe the lives of disabled are of less value than other human beings.

There is also a belief that killing a disabled person will be more ‘acceptable’ then killing a non-disabled person. This is evidenced by society’s views on assisted suicide, attitudes around so-called ‘mercy killings’, the lower sentences sometimes given to those who kill disabled people, the lack of use of laws around sentencing which can be increased if the victim is being targeted due to disability or ‘vulnerability’.

More details about the 68 cases in the media

January – July 2010    

A total of 21 killings have taken place in this seven month period; seventeen cases are still ongoing, two murderers committed suicide and one has been sentenced. Additionally, there is also:

· 1 murderer in court due to escaping jail (1995 case).

· 1 case in court for murder in 1997 due to new evidence.

· 1 case in court for murder in 2006.

January – December 2009

A total of fifteen killings took place in 2009, five trials complete, and ten were sentenced in 2010.                                   
January – December 2008

There were fourteen killings over this year with four trials complete, four sentenced the following year, one appeal and three in court in 2010.                              

January – December 2007

Seventeen killings took place in 2007, with four trials complete, five were sentenced in 2008, one appeal and two trials taking place in 2010. Additionally, there were also:     

· Two murderers sentenced 2010 (2006 cases).
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Range of targeted attacks other than loss of life:

For fuller details see APPENDICES 2 & 3

· Physical and verbal assaults
· stabbings

· Torture over a prolonged time

· Humiliation/bullying
· Sexual abuse
· Carer abuse

· Starvation
· Beating

· Burns

· Shaving of all hair

· Filming of humiliation

· Killing or injuring assistive dogs.
· On-line hostility, incitement and abuse

· Arson

· Buddy/befriender abuse
'The majority of murders, carer abuse, arson, rape and sexual abuse reported in the media have occurred in the disabled person’s home or care environment and often by known neighbors or friends of the victim.  However many of the murders and majority of assaults, robberies, harassment, and online attacks have been committed in the public arena. 
Many incidents have been by groups of young people, girls and boys of three or more. But the majority have been by one person who decides either randomly, or specifically, to target a disabled person.'
Children

We have not been able to evaluate our cases by age, but DAA’s evidence shows that children are disproportionately affected by hate crime.  

From our evidence, disabled young people have been killed, threatened, robbed, sexually abused in school and other care environments, raped, burnt, beaten up by gangs of older teenagers and adults, tortured, filmed for ‘fun’, harassed and bullied. 
One boy who is a wheelchair user was slapped by burglars in his home, one boy alleges repeated sexual abuse by a social worker, one boy who uses crutches was attacked by a gang as he waited for a bus, one young girl stamped on and beaten, one disabled baby was verbally insulted in a shop by an assistant and one boy’s home was targeted for an arson attack.

Reasons for targeted hostility 

There are many reasons and factors as to why a person decides to deliberately target a disabled person.  Most arise from social conditioning through myths, fears and stereotypes. 
Many believe we are a burden too far for the state and for families to cope with, others believe that we get advantages that others do not such as ‘free new cars’ cheaper housing, extra money in benefits.

The way society treats disabled people unconsciously affects people’s perception regarding disability - from the criteria for abortions, the issue of segregation into special schools, homes or day centres, euthanasia and assisted suicide. All these debates inform the opinions of society about disabled people and encourage misconceptions about our capacities and value as human beings.

At times of recession and social change the focus on disabled people can become very hostile as people fight for jobs and limited resources. The language used about disabled people by our leaders also has its impact. It can take just one government minister using a derogatory term about disabled people or making statements about fraud, to encourage a belief that people are justified in targeting disabled people in hostile and violent ways.

If society already believes disabled people’s lives of less value it takes only a little more nudging to incite hatred and encourage hostility.

Recommendations for Action
Below are just a few general recommendations for action to 
· Enforcement of the Criminal Justice Act 2003

· Vastly improved response by the justice system and service providers to complaints and appeals for help and support

· Full access, with reasonable accommodations, to the justice system and service provision.

· A consistent monitoring process in order to fully evidence and address the issue of disability hate crime.

· Include disability in Incitement legislation

· Implementation of Article 15(2) of the CRPD (see App.5)

· Police to set performance targets as they do with other hate crime

· Training in disability rights for justice professionals, schools and institutions and, above all:

· funding provided to DPOs to actively work on the hostility and violations of human rights disabled people experience.

Conclusion

This report has collated evidence about a range of hostility against disabled people. Having hundreds of media articles gives us a glimpse into the hidden world that many have not believed existed.

Our hope is that this evidence, with all the other evidence the EHRC inquiry will gather, will jump start a collection of strategies, polices and action plans at local and national level to ensure that disabled people obtain their human rights to freedom from harassment and justice.

We hope to see a human rights approach, underpinned by the social model,  that protects our inherent rights as equal human beings to dignity, integrity and justice. Also profiling  the perpetrator rather then deciding it is disabled people’s innate ‘vulnerability’ that is the cause all the hostility we face.

As this report begun with the human rights agenda we also end, we wait to see how the commitment of this government to the UN Convention on the rights of disabled people will develop, how it will influence legislation to become equal for all, include disability in the ‘Incitement to commit hate crime’ law and other hate crime legislation.

We have to say that we have waited far too long for such equality and expect a proportionate response to the evidence we and others have submitted. A response that recognises disabled people are attacked every day in a variety of ways and murdered without seeing the full justice that is due to and would be available for others.

UKDPC hopes that our work will be acknowledged, recognised and valued, as the voice of our DPOs must be the key influence on the issues disabled people face.

*************

APPENDIX 1

The 69 murder victims:

(In alphabetical order)

1. *A, A., aged 77, PD, murdered March 2010 by arson attack, boy charged March 2010 (Warwickshire).
2. *A, K., aged 77, PD, murdered March 2010 by arson attack, boy charged March 2010 (Warwickshire).
3. *A., S., aged 23, PD, stabbed to death 2006, court case May 2010 (West Midlands).
4. *A., G., aged 59, vulnerable, beaten to death June 2010 (County Durham).
5. *A, D., aged 64, MI, harassed to death March 2010, manslaughter charge dropped against two teenagers July 2010, one man still facing harassment charge (Greater Manchester).
6. *A, A., aged 62, PD, wheelchair user beaten to death April 2010, man charged, in court August 2010 (West Yorkshire).
7. B, G., aged 61, PD, murdered by carer and two men June 2007, all sentenced July 2008, 18 and 20 years (Staffordshire).
8. *B, I., aged 87, PD, beaten and stabbed to death May 2010 by someone she knew (London).
9. *B, G., aged 46, LD, found murdered with severe head wounds February 2010. Man charged March 2010, in court October 2010 (Bedfordshire).
10. *B, S., aged 52 , PD, strangled to death 2007, execution arranged by her ex-husband, sentenced to 22 years in June 2009  (Berkshire).
11. B, M., aged 48, PD, kicked to death by two men May 2008, sentenced to life October 2008, (Ayrshire).
12. B., P., aged 62, PD, wheelchair user killed December 2009, woman charged with assault December 2009 (Midlothian).
13. C, A., aged 71, MH, husband killed wife 2009, trail 2010 (Hampshire).
14. *C, D., aged 18, MI, punched to death by gang of strangers 2009 (South Yorkshire).
15. *D, H., aged 81, PD, killed July 2010 in care home (Northumbria).
16. E, L., aged 18, PD, beaten and stabbed to death 2008, two men sentenced 18 and 20 years Jan 2010 (Lancashire).
17. F, K., aged 41, MI, stabbed to death by neighbour November 2009, man sentenced to life imprisonment May 2010 (Greater Manchester).
18. *F, H., aged 100, sensory and PD, stabbed to death February 2010, trial August 2010 (London).
19. *F, G., aged 11, PD, murdered by mother May 2010 (Cardiff).
20. *F, M., aged 59, murdered due to arson attack November 2009, three charged in court May 2010 (Cornwall).
21. G, A., aged 77, MI, beaten to death by granddaughter May 2007, sentenced to life July 2008 (West Yorkshire).
22. G, A., aged 35, vulnerable, tortured to death March 2010, three sentenced to life imprisonment January 2010, appeal refused May 2010 (County Durham).
23. G, M., aged 26, LD, enslaved by a family who tortured and dismembered him May 2009; five convicted April 2010 (Bedfordshire).
24. G, L., aged 31, PD, killed by mother with heroin overdose December 2008, mother cleared of attempted murder Jan 2010 (East Sussex).
25. G, P., aged 61,PD,  suffocated to death 2007 by carer, three people subsequently convicted of murder and sentenced to 17,18 and 19 years 2008 (Staffordshire).
26. G, A., aged 60, disabled, stabbed to death March 2008 man sentenced 19 years January 2009 (Norfolk).
27. G, L., aged 38, multiple impairments, murdered by father 2010 who committed suicide by driving car off cliff with son inside (Sharpness, Gloucestershire).
28. H, S., age unknown, PD, raped then stabbed to death 2006, man sentenced to life in 2007 (Hampshire).
29. H, F., aged 18, LD, killed by mother when she committed suicide in burning car October 2007 (Leicestershire).
30. H, H., aged 63, PD, woman stabbed to death July 2010 (near Aberdeenshire).
31. H, R., aged 65, PD, beaten to death in 2008 by neighbour and friend, man sentenced to life November 2008 (West Sussex).
32. H, N., aged 4, PD, drowned by mother November 2007 sentenced to 15 years September 2008 (West Cheshire).
33. *H, P., aged 56, PD, murdered April 2010, (North Wales).
34. H, J., aged 22, MI, murdered/found dead 2008, mother committed suicide, no-one charged (Shropshire).
35. *I, T., aged 22, MI, murdered by his mother November 2008, sentenced to life imprisonment January 2010 appealing (London).
36. *J, C., aged 47, PD, murdered by husband and friend 2009 (West Lothian).
37. J, B., aged 48, PD, murdered March 2009, stabbed to death, neighbour sentenced 16 years, June 2010, (Dundee).
38. *K, B., aged 85, PD, murdered by throat being slashed, May 2010 (Dorset).
39. L, C., aged 50, MI, harassed and humiliated as she died by three men who did not assist her, July 2007. One man convicted of outraging public decency sentenced to 3 years October 2007 (Middlesbrough).
40. L, Y. H., aged 18, MI, killed by being scorched to death in care home August 2007. Care home fined £145,000 (Oxfordshire).
41. L, P., aged 65, PD, murdered by husband September 2006, sentenced 2007 for 3 years, classed as ‘mercy killing’ (Merseyside).
42. M, D., aged 84, PD, abducted and scared to death May 2008, man sentenced 15 years March 2009 (Perthshire)
43. M, R., aged 58, MH, beaten to death by stranger July 2009; teenager sentenced 4 years May 2010 (Lanarkshire).
44. M, B., aged 23, LD, beaten to death by three men 2007, men sentenced to life (Tyne and Wear).
45. M, A., aged 39, vulnerable, murdered by paedophiles that feared she would report them to police in 1997; killers sentenced 30 and 26 years June 2010 (Ayrshire).
46. M, L., aged 19, LD, beaten and stabbed to death by friends in 2007, sentenced 2008 (Aberdeenshire).
47. M, J., aged 66, unknown impairment, battered to death with spade April 2007, man sentenced life November 2007 (Greater Manchester).
48. *M, M., aged 21, PD, stabbed to death August 2008, trail 2010 (West Midlands).
49. N, J., aged 62, PD, stabbed to death by stranger February 2009, man sentenced 22 years March 2010 (Essex).
50. N, G., aged 74 , PD, murdered in 1995, murderer sentenced to life imprisonment in 1996, escaped open jail and re-caught in April 2010 (West Yorkshire).
51. O, O., aged 16 , PD, mauled by dogs before being stabbed to death April 2009 , man sentenced to life imprisonment March 2010 (London).
52. O, H., age unknown, PD, battered to death by neighbour 2007, man sentenced to life 2008 (Nottinghamshire).
53. P, A., aged 67, MI, stabbed to death by carer/friend January 2009, woman sentenced to eleven years Sept. 2009 (Lanarkshire).
54. *R, S., aged 21, LD, murdered June 2010, seven young people, including two men, charged case ongoing (Lincolnshire).
55. *S, T., aged 36, PD, beaten to death by gang December 2007, four sentenced February 2009, appeal June 2010 (Kent).
56. S, B., aged 73, PD, wheelchair user, beaten to death by burglar July 2007, case dropped by the Crown Prosecution Service October 2008 (Northamptonshire).
57. *S, F., aged 59, PD, beaten to death July 2010, investigation ongoing (Tyne and Wear).
58. S, N., aged 54, PD, stabbed and burned to death April 2007; two men sentenced sixteen years (Kent).
59. S, M., aged 17, PD, stabbed to death November 2008 by boyfriend sentenced to eleven years in April 2009 (Ayrshire).
60. S, G., aged 70, PD and wheelchair user, murdered by husband April 2010, husband committed suicide (West Sussex)
61. T, M., aged 25, LD, stabbed to death by father 2008, sentenced to seventeen years, appeal for increase refused 2010 (Fife).
62. T, P., aged 85, PD, strangled to death in September 2009, killer sentenced thirty four years May 2010 (Teesside). 
63. W, A., aged 29, PD, strangled to death October 2009, man sentenced twenty two years June 2010 (East Sussex).
64. W, K., aged 21, PD, murdered February 2009 by friend, man sentenced to life imprisonment October 2009 (Cheshire).
65. W, M., aged 31, LD, suffocated to death 2008 by two robbers sentenced to life 2009 (Fife).
66. Unknown disabled woman, MH, aged 58, murdered in mental health hospital August 2007 (Greater Manchester).
67. & 68 *Unknown names and gender, two terminally ill people, GP admitted to killing them in 2010, these claims are being investigated by the police and Crown Prosecution Service (Wales).
*************************************************************************

APPENDIX 2
The following pages detail a  statistical breakdown of  the media articles gathered. 
2010 (January - July)

Incidents/Crimes - 23 murders and 317 attacks/incidents

Attempted Murders - 4 

Torture - 2 

Kidnap - 1

Assaults - 95

Assault and robbery - 44 

Rape and sexual assault - 30 

Domestic Violence - 7 

Carer abuse - 68 includes 44 allegations of abuse in care home. 

Robbery/cons- 7 

Harassment/bullying - 21 

Befriending/grooming - 6 

Arson attacks - 7 

Online abuse/threats - 6 

Gender - 310

Male -152

Female -105 

Unknown - 53 includes 44 allegations of abuses in care home of men and woman with learning difficulties.

Impairments - 310

Physical disability- 143

Learning difficulty - 87 includes 44 claims of abuse in a care home

Sensory - 33 

Mental health issues - 11

Multiple impairments -10 

Vulnerable/disabled - 24 

Unknown - 2 

2009 

Incidents/crimes - 15 murders and 96 attacks/incidents

Assaults - 42

Assault and robbery - 12 

Rape and sexual assault - 8 

Carer abuse/ sexual abuse - 5 

Befriending/grooming - 1

Harassment/bullying - 20 

Arson attacks - 2

Equipment damage - 6 

Gender - 96

Male - 63 
Female - 31 

Unknown - 2

Impairments - 96

Physical disability - 58 

Learning difficulty - 16 

Sensory - 7

Mental Health Issues - 3 

Multiple Impairments - 6 

Unknown impairment - 6

2008 

Incidents/crimes - 14 murders and 76 attacks/incidents

Attempted murders - 1

Torture - 2

Assaults - 27

Assault and robbery -15

Rape and sexual assault   - 7

Carer abuse/sexual abuse - 4

Befriending/grooming - 1

Harassment/bullying etc - 7

Arson attacks - 4 
Gender - 76 attacks  
Male - 55 attacks  
Female - 21 attacks

Impairments - 76 attacks

Physical disability - 44 attacks  

Learning Difficulty - 18 attacks

Sensory - 9 attacks                      

Mental health issues - 2 attacks

Multiple Impairments - 1 attack

Unknown - 2 attacks                

2007 (August – December) 17 murders and 17 attacks /incidents

Assaults - 9

Domestic Violence - 1

Harassment - Group of war veterans

Rape and sexual assault - 1

Arson attacks - 4

Equipment theft/damage - 2

Gender

Male - 11

Female - 6

Impairment

Physical disability - 14 plus group of war veterans/amputees

Learning Difficulty - 1

Sensory - 1

Mental Health Issues - 0

Multiple Impairments - 1
******************************************************************

APPENDIX 3 
Geographical areas of attacks/murders/deaths August 2007- July 2010

The breakdown below lists a total 68 murders and 519 attacks/incidents. As in the main report, please note that not all articles listed the area in UK.

· Unknown Region - 12 attacks

· North East - 6 murders and 33 attacks
· Tyne and Wear – 2 murders and 13 attacks 

· Teesside – 1 murder and 10 attacks

· Darlington - 2 murders and 2 attacks
· Northumberland – 1 murder and 5 attacks

· Sheffield – 3 attacks
· North West - 8 murders and 77 attacks

· Cheshire – 2 murders and 2 attacks

· Cumbria – 6 attacks

· Lancashire – 1 murder and 31 attacks

· Manchester – 4 murders and 22 attacks

· Merseyside – 1 murder and 16 attacks

· Yorkshire and Humberside - 5 murders and 73 attacks
· East Midlands - 4 murders and 43 attacks
· Lincolnshire – 1 murder and 10 attacks

· Nottinghamshire -1 murder and  6 attacks

· Derbyshire –  8 attacks

· Leicestershire – 1 murder and  10 attacks

· Northamptonshire – 1 murder and 9 attacks

· West Midlands - 7 murders and 27 attacks
· Staffordshire – 2 murder and  3 attacks

· Shropshire –  1 murder and 2 attacks

· Worcestershire – 2 murder  14 attacks

· Warwickshire – 2 murders and 4 attacks

· Walsall – 2 attacks

· Stourbridge – 1 attack

· Coventry – 1 attack
· East Anglia - 5 murders and 45 attacks
· Norfolk – 1 murder and 5 attacks

· Cambridgeshire – 4 attacks

· Bedfordshire – 2 murders and  3 attacks

· Hertfordshire – 4 attacks

· Suffolk – 5 attacks

· Essex – 2 murders and 5 attacks

· London - 3 murders, 1 death and 35 attacks
· South East - 10 murders and 43 attacks
· West Sussex – 2 murder and 3 attacks

· East Sussex – 2 murders and 3 attacks

· Kent – 2 murder and  6 attacks

· Hampshire –  2 murders 19 attacks

· Oxfordshire – 1 murder 6 attacks

· Surrey –    2 attack and group of war veterans harassed

· Buckinghamshire – 2 attacks

· Berkshire –  1 murder and 2 attack

· South West - 4 murders and 37 attacks

· Dorset – 1 murder  4 attacks

· Wiltshire – 1 attack

· Devon – 6 attacks

· Cornwall – 1 murder  3 attacks

· Gloucestershire – 1 murder and 7 attacks

· Somerset – 1 murder and16 attacks

· Northern Ireland - 18 attacks
· Wales - 4 murders and 11 attacks

· Scotland =  13 murders and 65 attacks
· Edinburgh and the Lothian’s – 2 murders and 24 attacks

· Mid Scotland and Fife –  2 murders and 1 attack

· Glasgow and Clyde Valley – 3 murders and 15 attacks

· Aberdeen city and shire - 2 murder and 6 attacks

· Ayrshire and Arran – 2 murders and 3 attacks

· Perthshire – 1 murder and 5 attacks

· Ross shire and Inverness– 2 attacks

· Angus and Dundee – 1 murder and 4 attacks

· Highlands and Moray - 1 attack

· Scottish Borders – 1 attack

· Stirling– 1 attack
· Unknown region – 2 attacks
APPENDIX 4

UK evidence contained on the Disability Awareness in Action (DAA) human rights database, as at February 2006.
The Disability Awareness in Action (DAA) database has collected violations against over 2 million disabled individuals around the world for the last three years.  All violations have occurred since 1990 and have been verified – we do not accept just an individual’s account.  Violations of articles 3 and 5 are generally obtained through reputable media channels or law reports.

 In the UK we have information on 999 cases of violations affecting 366.458 disabled people.  59% are violations against women only and 18.5% are against children.  

 The real horror story is that 40.9% of these violations in the UK are of degrading and inhuman treatment (Article 5) and 9.8% (682 people) violate the right to life itself (Article 3).

 A further 26.3% have their standard of living violated (article 25), 11% have their freedom of movement violated (article 13) – this includes transport violations. 9% have their right to employment violated. And 4.8% have their right to education violated (article 26). There are also violations under most of the other articles.”

Some examples from the DAA Database:

1995 - A man killed his 40 year-old disabled brother by suffocation. He pleaded guilty but was not given a custodial sentence.

1997 - A 34 year-old man with paraplegia was murdered by his wife, a nurse, who gave him a lethal dose of insulin. Whilst he lay in hospital she also tampered with his feeding tubes. She was sentenced to life imprisonment. 

1998 - 2001 Residents of a geriatric unit suffered verbal & physical abuse for three years, including forced to bathe in freezing water, hit with showerheads, had their hands tied behind their backs, had mouths and lips pinched for swearing, verbally and physically abused.

2000 - A 33 year old man with dyslexia was shrink-wrapped with plastic and verbally abused by his work mates.  

2000 - Headmaster of a school for disabled children physically abused several of the children. He received a custodial sentence of one year.  
2001 - A blind council tenant was evicted, his locks changed and his guide dog shut outside his flat because he had received a written notice and not a Braille communication. The Council apologised but there was no compensation.

2001 - A man with a learning disability was walking home with another physically disabled person when they were set on by a gang of youths and hit to such an extent that they required stitches.

2001 - A care home nurse injected 84 year-old patient with a lethal dosage of sedative because she was too lazy to look after her.  The nurse was jailed for life.

 2002 - A one year-old baby with spina bifida was killed by severe fractures to the skull by her mother and boyfriend who alleged that his 3 year-old daughter had drowned the baby in a cold bath.

2002 - A 30 year-old man with mental health problems was kicked to death by three youths outside a supermarket. The attackers have been convicted of murder and been given sentences of at least nine years.

2003 - A man with visual impairment and mobility problems was verbally abused by children in local park who also threw stones at him and his guide dog.

2003 - Children displaying disruptive behaviour due to ADHD in young offenders institution are being stripped naked and locked in small cells with no furniture, light or toilet facilities.

2004 - A woman in care home was raped by volunteer. He had applied to become a volunteer whilst serving a prison sentence for burglary and thefts from charity shops.

2004 - A 38 year-old disabled woman living with a family friend was used as an unpaid servant, nanny and hired out to others for £2.00 a day. She sometimes had to sleep on the floor and had her benefits taken away from her.

APPENDIX 5

Relevant articles from the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

Article 4
General obligations
1. States Parties undertake to ensure and promote the full realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all persons with disabilities without discrimination of any kind on the basis of disability. To this end, States

Parties undertake:

(a) To adopt all appropriate legislative, administrative and other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in the present Convention;

(b) To take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws, regulations, customs and practices that constitute

discrimination against persons with disabilities;

(c) To take into account the protection and promotion of the human rights of persons with disabilities in all policies and programmes;

(d) To refrain from engaging in any act or practice that is inconsistent with the present Convention and to ensure that public authorities and institutions act in conformity with the present Convention;

Article 10
Right to life
States Parties reaffirm that every human being has the inherent right to life and shall take all necessary  measures to ensure its effective enjoyment by

persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others.

Article 13
Access to justice
1. States Parties shall ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, including through the provision of procedural and age-appropriate accommodations, in order to facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect participants, including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, including at investigative and other preliminary stages.

 

2. In order to help to ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities, States Parties shall promote appropriate training for those working in the field of administration of justice, including police and prison staff.

 Article 15
Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
1. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without his or

her free consent to medical or scientific experimentation.

 

2. States Parties shall take all effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with

others, from being subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

 
Article 16
Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social, educational and other measures to protect persons with disabilities, both within and outside the home, from all forms of exploitation, violence and

abuse, including their gender-based aspects.

 

2. States Parties shall also take all appropriate measures to prevent all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse by ensuring, inter alia, appropriate forms of gender- and age-sensitive assistance and support for persons with

disabilities and their families and caregivers, including through the provision of information and education on how to avoid, recognize and report instances of exploitation, violence and abuse. States Parties shall ensure that protection services are age-, gender- and disability-sensitive.

 

3. In order to prevent the occurrence of all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse, States Parties shall ensure that all facilities and programmes designed to serve persons with disabilities are effectively monitored by independent authorities.

 

4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote the physical, cognitive and psychological recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration of persons with disabilities who become victims of any form of exploitation, violence or abuse, including through the provision of protection services. Such recovery and reintegration shall take place in an environment that fosters the health, welfare, self-respect, dignity and autonomy of the person and takes into account gender- and age-specific needs.

 

5. States Parties shall put in place effective legislation and policies, including women- and child-focused legislation and policies, to ensure that instances of exploitation, violence and abuse against persons with disabilities are identified, investigated and, where appropriate, prosecuted.

 

Article 17
Protecting the integrity of the person
Every person with disabilities has a right to respect for his or her physical and mental integrity on an equal basis with othe
**************************************************************************

APPENDIX 6

Responses to Freedom of Information requests.

We sent out Freedom of Information requests to local authorities and police services that had high levels of incidents against disabled people in the media articles we gathered.

We asked to see their Equality Scheme Action plans as required by the Disability Discrimination Act on eliminating harassment against disabled people. 

We also asked for all records of disability targeted hostility and what work they were doing, or planning to do, in response to the levels of incidents in there regions.

All FOI requests legally have to be responded to within 20 working days. If they do not respond appropriately, or in the designated time, an Internal Review can be initiated which means another more senior person has to investigate why the FOI request was not complaint with the law.

We made 27 FOI requests, 4 have required an Internal Review, 17 were partially or fully successful, 5 did not have the information or have not yet responded in time for this report. 1 response has been delayed.

We note many are responding to the EHRC commission enquiry which seems to be a catalyst for initiating such work but this implies the current legislative requirements around eliminating harassment against disabled people has not been effective on its own to ensure all public services comply with their legal duties. 

The majority of work detailed is focused on disabled people with learning difficulties rather then all disabled people which, as this report has evidenced, does not enable justice for all disabled people with all sorts of impairments that can become attacked due to their identity as a disabled person.

To see all responses in detail go to  http://www.whatdotheyknow.com/user/a_novis 
The following are some details from the responses we received;

ENGLAND
NORTH EAST

North Tyneside has no plans to eliminate harassment against disabled people in its Equality Scheme.

They have just launched a new initiative called ARCH, Agencies against Race Crime and Harassment’ which even though its title does not include disability will include all forms of hate crime. 
They are not currently capturing data on attacks of disabled people but will soon; they state that no disabled person through their contacts has raised the issue. Unfortunately they are only going to start with those disabled peoples with learning difficulties taking a medical model approach -  that excludes so many. 
NORTH WEST

Lancashire County Council did not reply to the request in the designated time so an Internal Review has been initiated.
Greater Manchester Police
255 incidents recorded in the last three years.

GMP has a Hate Crime Action Plan which details issues to address around hate crime generally and for specific groups around disability it details aims on access and reporting barriers, partnership work and research. It does not evidence any work with a DPO but gives the impression this is being worked on. The recorded incidents range from violence, robbery, theft, criminal damage, harassment, fraud and public order.

Merseyside Police 
76 incidents recorded in the last three years.

They are running a Summer campaign to increase reporting of all sorts of hate crime. Apart from this they seem to be doing nothing else to address disability related hostility.

North Yorkshire County Council has not recorded crimes against disabled people but intends doing so in future. 

They have set up a Hate Crime task group but this does not include any representative from a disabled peoples organisations. In their Equality Scheme they have focused on ensuring access to services, a BSL service, and the activities of its Safeguarding adult’s board.

This safeguarding adult’s board has outcomes which include ‘evidence of preventative work on disability harassment and hate crime’. They are also planning work to raise awareness of library staff about people with learning difficulties so they can be a Safe Place. They tend to be focused on ‘vulnerability’ and ‘safeguarding’ rather then identifying barriers, and ensuring equality if justice for disabled people.

EAST MIDLANDS

Lincolnshire County Council thought we were referring to formal complaints against them by disabled people and did not seem to know what disability hate crime is. 

An internal review was requested due to the lack of information supplied to us. From this we were informed that their Equality scheme is being reviewed as is the way they respond to FOI requests.

Lincolnshire Police has been sent a request but has not responded in time for this report.

Leicestershire County Council have initiated a great deal of work about harassment and bullying of disabled staff. They have also initiated work with disabled people with learning difficulties around hate crime. They have a multi agency Keep Safe group which includes disabled people and initiated a campaign called Stop and Tell to encourage reporting and raise awareness around all hate crime.
They do not seem to have made any plans to ensure all disabled people are enabled to report hate crime. Recording has been very limited.

WEST MIDLANDS

Worcestershire County Council did not reply to the FOI request in the designated time period so an Internal Review has been initiated.
EAST ANGLIA

Suffolk 
224 disability hate crime incidents were reported to Suffolk Constabulary since 2008
Suffolk has also focused all its disability hate crime work on people with learning difficulties. 
They have a hate crime steering group which has Mencap included but no Disabled Peoples Organisations. 
They are developing a training program for people with learning difficulties around hate crime. 
All Equality Scheme work planned around eliminating harassment against disabled people is only focused on those with learning difficulties.

LONDON 
Metropolitan Police Service

244 Disability related incidences recorded over a three year period.
The MPS responded with extensive details of their work on disability hate crime which we cannot detail in this report but is noteworthy when compared to the very limited work of some other police services.

They had a Disability Independent Advisory group which worked with them over a period of six years to improve their recording, investigating, engagement and plans around this issue. Currently this group has been closed down but it is planned for a new group to be formed later this year 2010.

The MPS has ensured engagement with many disability organisations and have initiated work to try and increase the safety and security of disabled people. Much of this is focused on learning disability and safeguarding adults but they are trying to expand this. Training has been initiated on disability hate crime for all police officers.

Their equality scheme is currently being updated.

Greater London Authority (GLA) - Mayors Response

This authority’s Equality Scheme is out for consultation so not available. They are considering including specific questions on their Disability Targeted hate crime in its annual crime survey.
In 2008 working with the Disability Independent Advisory Group (DIAG) changes were made to the crime information reporting system to allow accurate recording of disability related hostility.

The GLA and MPS with the DIAG are lobbying for performance indicators on DHC this would actively seek to increase reporting and prosecution of disability hate crimes.

They state that their annual event for disabled people called Liberty has never included police and access to reporting hate crimes as no disabled people have requested this which the author would disagree with as the MPS DIAG repeatedly asked for this involvement.

SOUTH EAST

Hampshire County Council
A request for an internal review had to be asked for as the initial response was so limited. 

Work on disability hate crime is led by the Learning Disability Commissioning Team. The have a ‘care’ focus rather then a justice one. 

They are planning to raise awareness of disability related hostility by carers and supporters of disabled people. All such work is linked to their Safeguarding Adults processes and the issue of ‘vulnerability’. 

They believe there are strong links between hate crime and safeguarding; so much so they are changing their safeguarding data collection systems to include disability hate crime. 

Research has been initiated as a response to lack of consistent monitoring and recording of DHC and will focus on keeping disabled people ‘safe’. 

A small group of disabled people who have been victims will be formed in September to advise. 

It is unfortunate their understanding of hate crime and disabled people is limited to ‘safeguarding’ and ‘vulnerability’ - a medical model approach rather than ensuring a social model approach identifying barriers to reporting, recording and justice.
Hampshire Police 
Recorded 185 crimes against disabled people in this three year period, 114 were violence against the person. 
They have initiated an anti-social behaviour campaign but this is not specifically about disabled people so therefore it is doubtful they have addressed accessibility of these campaigns.
No Equality Scheme is available as it has not been revised since 2009. 
No Disabled Peoples Organisations are engaged on their Independent Advisory Group. 
Their focus is on road shows and safer neighbourhood policing that has not been very good at engaging and including disabled people and their concerns.

SOUTH WEST
Somerset County Council has 
· a representative from a Disabled Peoples Organisation (DPO) as an independent advisor to police, 
· set up Victim Support to ensure better assistance to disabled people via a website that needs to improve its accessibility, 
· a phone line which is not accessible to Deaf people or those with speech impairment and this organisation is also meant to work on prevention of hate crime although we can see no work around this on the website. 
· They have developed a strategic partnership around hate crime including disabled peoples organisations. It also refers to its safeguarding adult’s policy as relevant. They admit that up to March 2010 little support was given to disabled people trying to report hate crime. 
· They are updating their Equality Scheme that expired in 2009.

Gloucestershire County Council has also focused on work with people who have learning difficulties around hate crime. 
They have developed a ‘Keep Safe’ scheme for people with learning difficulties.  They can go into a shop or other venue for assistance if they feel threatened.

They have set up a helpline number which is not accessible to Deaf, hard of hearing or those people with speech impairments. 
There Equality Scheme is not up to date but they are developing a single equality scheme involving disability organisations representatives.

NORTHERN IRELAND 

Northern Ireland Police 

151 incidents recorded in last three years

A Disability Independent Advisory group which includes representative from disability groups has been formed. Their Equality Scheme is under review but does not include any actions around eliminating harassment against disabled people.

WALES
North Wales Police had records of 1 murder and 29 incidents, over three years.

They have an Equality Scheme that includes extensive actions about Disability Hate Crime including engagement with DPOs, representation on their advisory group, and exploration of the DHC aspects of anti social behaviour, awareness raising and events to engage with disabled people.

South Wales Police 
354 incidents recorded over last three years.

They held two disability consultation and involvement events in 2010 where they explored DHC with attendees. 
They have also arranged a conference called Disability Hate Crime matters in Nov. 2010. 
They have no specific plans to eliminate disability related harassment in their Equality Scheme but have been recording disability related incidents. 
They do seem to be trying to ensure accessibility to police services in that their website has audio access but they have not addressed the access needs of those with learning difficulties. 
They also have a Disability Independent Advisory Group but we cannot note any engagement with local disabled people’s organisations.

We have to note the difference in recording incidents between North and South Wales police; South Wales 354 yet North Wales only 29 incidents and one murder case.
SCOTLAND

Aberdeen City Council 

This council’s response detailed work on Safeguarding Adults, they state voluntary sector are involved but did not mention any disabled peoples organisational involvement. They have only two recorded incidents of hostility towards disabled people but recognise their focus has been on race hate crime which is where their reporting site is placed. They sent a link to their Equality Scheme but it did not work.
Glasgow Council holds no information or Equality Scheme plans on eliminating harassment against disabled people. 

It has tasked a company, Glasgow Community and Safety Service, to address hate crime. They have reviewed their bullying and harassment policy but this seems to be just for employees.
We sent a FPI request to the Glasgow Community and Safety Service but they have not responded in time for this report.
Edinburgh Council

Edinburgh council has initiated multi agency work around hate crime as a whole.

The work they have done around disability is;

· An information card that holds key phone numbers of remote reporting agencies that can support a disabled victim of hate crime.

· A communication campaign was launched in May 2010 that informs the general public that hate crime will not be tolerated. This campaign was designed in consultation with disabled people highlighting key messages such as “ I am in a wheelchair…. Deal With it!”

They have initially refused to provide statistics around disability related hostility as they believe it will compromise investigations.

This has been challenged and we await their response.
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