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Disability targeted attacks, hate crime, murders in media March to May 2010

In the 2008 the ‘Getting away with Murder’ report by UKDPC and Scope detailed fifteen murders over a period of three years. This report details twenty-three murders in the media over a period of three months. 

About Anne Novis
Anne Novis has worked on the issue of targeted attacks, murders, domestic violence and abuse towards disabled people for nearly twenty years. Starting out as a youth worker, then as Chair of a local Disabled People’s Organisation (DPO) setting up the first ever reporting and advocacy service for disabled people around such attacks. She then worked as an Independent Advisor to London Metropolitan Police, which led to working at a national level and advising the Home Office. Anne’s professional expertise as a counsellor and community worker, and contact on the ground with disabled people, has given her a passion to campaign for justice for disabled people. Anne herself has been a victim of several attacks on public streets.

Introduction 
UKDPC is an advocate for disabled people who have been, or are, victims of hate crimes. Currently, there are experiences of a poor response from both police and public services in adequately dealing with hate crimes that are targeted against disabled people. There has been a similar inadequate response in handling other disabled people’s reports of disability hate crimes and incidents. This motivates UKDPC’s work in campaigning on this issue and working on reports like ‘Getting Away with Murder: Disabled People's Experience of Hate Crime in the UK’. These reports try to raise awareness of what is happening in this area. 
Whilst there are developments, and increased awareness, the slow pace of work and response remains a great concern. Disabled people have become the hidden victims that are neither believed nor recognised as experiencing such crimes under the present legislative system. Worryingly, there is also an increasing amount of work that excludes DPOs. This report is offered as a contribution to the debate and UKDPC hopes it motivates everyone to delve deeper, and work faster to prevent the increasing murders and attacks on disabled people. These attacks experienced by disabled people need to be taken seriously and access to equality of justice needs to made a reality.
This report is based on research via online articles, some personal blogs by disabled people and disability discussion forums. Whilst this is not formal research, hopefully the information will encourage more detailed research to take place. UKDPC would also like to see DPOs and disabled people funded to undertake such research.
As this report is based on journalist reports, individual experiences and perspectives, some of the information cannot be authenticated beyond the online presence and links to all articles. Some information is from police listings, and in these sources the language used around disabled people can give an incorrect view of the incident. In a recent court case, only one of these incidents has been referred to as a Disability Hate Crime (DHC). 

Many of these incidents, based on the information shared, should be perceived as hate crimes. For example, some incidents involve domestic violence, but all have targeted disabled people in violent and persistent ways.
Scope of Report
This report is a snap shot of some disabled peoples experiences of hate crime; domestic violence, targeted hostility, abuse and murders/deaths in the UK over three months March to May 2010.
This report is restricted in its scope due to the limited interest of the media and under-reporting of crime and incidents by disabled people. All figures are evidenced by media articles that have been gathered over three months which can be accessed on request by appropriate professionals by contacting UKDPC.

Beyond this snap shot report, evidence of hate crimes has been consistently gathered over the last five years. In looking at this evidence, and comparing it to the material used in this brief report, there has been a definite increase in interest by media reporters about disabled people and the attacks they experience. 

There are far more deliberate and targeted attacks against disabled people are taking place every day. Most are not reported to the police, or are of interest to media reporters. As a result, this snap shot report is just a glimpse of the range of targeted attacks experienced by disabled people. Some types of crimes and incidents have been detailed under specific headings, where appropriate.
Impairments are listed under the broad headings of physical impairment, sensory impairment, mental health issues, learning difficulties, and multiple impairments.
Whilst not wanting to encourage an impairment-based approach to disability hate crime and or targeted attacks, this approach remains relevant in this report. This is primarily due to the limited research undertaken so far to capture disabled people’s experiences of hate crimes. 
This current research states that those with learning difficulties and mental health issues experience far more attacks than other disabled people. This assumption needs to be continuously challenged due to the wide experiences experts and organisations have of dealing with disability hate crime, domestic violence, and targeted hostility.
There have been extensive efforts to try and find more reports of hostility towards people with mental health issues and learning difficulties, but unfortunately, they are few and far between. Those that have been found have come about due to the knowledge of the types of varying language used about disabled people.

The figures around gender in particular have been detailed as the significant amount of attacks listed on men compared to women indicates that specific work is required to enable reporting by disabled women and to ensure that they are not left out of work on this important issue.
As there was very little or no information about cultural or faith diversity of the victims, this information is not captured in this brief report. The geographical region of the attacks and or murders has been provided.

Reports on thefts and attacks on disability equipment or muggings/thefts against disabled people that did not include a definite hostility have not been included. However, there are many reports of incidents in the media, particularly around thefts of wheelchairs, mobility scooters (20 in the media January to April 2010), handbags and mobile phones. These thefts have been perpetrated against disabled people that have an obvious impairment which may make them more likely to be targeted such as wheelchair or mobility scooter users. 
Whilst many state this is due to our innate ‘vulnerability’ this is simply not correct. Everyone is vulnerable if someone wants to attack you, regardless of your identity or assumptions about your physical or mental ability. Basically, it is difference that can attract people to target disabled people for various reasons, including whether they may be perceived as an easier or justified target.

It is not the focus of this short report to outline all the reasons disabled people are targeted. There will be a report focused more on this issue in the future. For now, this snap shot report is offered for consideration by the EHRC Inquiry on disability targeted hostility in the UK and for all who work on these issues. This is because UKDPC believes the attacks are increasing at a time of recession, and huge social and political change.
Issues for consideration
· There are hardly any reports about attacks/incidents on people with mental health issues captured in the media. Only when the perpetuator has had a mental health issue(s) does the media seem to be interested.

· Very few attacks on people with learning difficulties are reported considering the limited research we have at the moment states this group of disabled people are victims of far more attacks than other disabled people. What is noticeable however is the focus of the media on murders of disabled people with learning difficulties. Crucial information is also excluded when a disabled person has other or multiple impairments.

· Although far more physically disabled people are murdered this is not flagged up for national attention and debate with the other murders.
· 15 physically disabled people, one person with mental health issues, three with multiple impairments; one described as disabled (but no details regarding their impairment) have all been murdered and had cases in the newspapers in the last three months. However, wider TV media and public attention has been focused on three murders of people with learning difficulties. This indicates a bias that is being encouraged by the lack of official monitoring and appropriate wide-scale research.
· The criminal justice system needs to address the fact that any and all, disabled people can experience targeted attacks and murders and therefore the work, strategies and policies need to address disability hate crime/hostility as a pan-impairment issue rather than defining experiences by the type(s) of impairment. 

· Whilst specific work may be needed for various groups of disabled people, overall experience of disability hate crime, domestic violence, and targeted attacks must influence such work and be inclusive, not exclusive, of some disabled people, to the detriment of others. 
· Disabled women are significantly under reporting their experiences compared to the figures around attacks on disabled men. This may be because they are more fearful of retribution if their experiences are reported in the media. Please note though, that this is just an assumption at this stage and needs to be explored in more detail.

· There is wide geographical media reporting of attacks indicating this is a UK wide issue. In addition, the current negative debates regarding welfare reform, media focus on fraudulent use of social benefits (although very low by disabled people), lack of equality around justice legislation, and lack of awareness by police is aggravating the targeted hostility experienced by disabled people.
· The language used about disabled people is often archaic, offensive and focused on the vulnerability of the victim rather than profiling the attackers and reasons for such attacks. This causes discrimination and stereotyping around disability in the first instance by media reporting.
· The lack of monitoring of crimes against disabled people by all police services means disabled people have been ‘off the radar’ for policing strategies and for accessing equality of justice. Whilst this is slowly shifting, the fact remains disability is often an ‘add on’ to monitoring rather than integrated into the UK justice system. So the figures and cases shared in this report will not be reflected in any monitoring that the police or justice services may be doing at this time.
· UKDPC hopes that this report gives everyone a ‘wake-up’ call to what disabled people are increasingly experiencing, across impairments. Moreover, future work needs to reflect all disabled people’s experiences of targeted hate crime, hostility, domestic violence, and murders. All statutory agencies need to ensure the central involvement of disabled people and disabled people’s organisations.
Media figures re types of attacks, impairment and gender March, April, May 2010
One individual experienced two attacks in these three months therefore the impairments figures do not equal the incident figures. Also several articles did not reveal the gender, impairment or location of the victim. 

Totals identified for each heading are;
Incidents/crimes = 141
Impairments = 140
Gender = 140
Geographical areas =137
Incidents/Crimes
· Murder cases - 23 plus 2 murderers appealing sentences.

· Death - 1
· Attempted Murder - 1

· Rape/sexual abuse - 10

· Assault - 46
· Theft with physical attack - 24
· Verbal abuse/harassment/bullying - 17
· Befriending /grooming related incidents - 3

· Kidnap - 1

· Torture - 1

· Arson - 5
· Carer theft/abuse/rapes - 7

Impairments
· Physical -15 murders plus 2 murderers appealing sentences 

      75 attacks

· Learning Difficulty - 3 murders, 13 attacks

· Sensory ( Deaf, hard of hearing, blind etc) - 17 attacks

· Mental Health issues –-1 murder, 2 attacks

· Multiple impairments - 3 murders, 3 attacks

· Unknown - 1 murder, 5 attacks
Gender
· 76 men 
· 48 women

· 6 boys 

· 4 girls
· 6 unknown
· Of these, 14 men, 7 women, and 2 boys were murdered

Geographical areas of attacks/murders
(Not all articles listed the area in UK)

· North East = 3
· Tyne and Wear 2

· Durham 1

· North West = 24 including 2 murders
· Lancashire 8

· Manchester 14
· Cheshire 1 

· Merseyside 1

· Yorkshire and Humberside = 10 including 3 murders
· East Midlands = 14
· Lincolnshire 3

· Nottinghamshire 1

· Derbyshire 4

· Leicestershire 5

· Northamptonshire 1

· West Midlands = 12 including 3 murders
· Staffordshire 2

· Shropshire 1

· Worcestershire 1

· Warwickshire 3

· West Midlands 5

· East Anglia = 13 including 2 murders
· Norfolk 3

· Cambridgeshire 3

· Bedfordshire 1

· Hertfordshire 1

· Suffolk 3

· Essex 2

· London = 7 including 4 murders
· South East = 15 including 2 murders
· West Sussex 1

· East Sussex 1

· Kent 2 including 1 murder
· Hampshire 11

· South West = 6 including 2 murders
· Dorset 3

· Cornwall 1

· Gloucestershire 2 

· Northern Ireland = 3

· Wales = 5 including 3 murders
· Scotland = 25 including 4 murders
· (Aberdeenshire, Edinburgh, Ayrshire, Perthshire, Inverness, Glasgow, Dundee, West Lothian, Fife, Glenross, Paisley).
Murder Cases and death of disabled people in media March, April, May 2010
May 2010

· TS physically disabled man beaten to death in Kent  by gang of three, murderers convicted in 2009, appealing convictions of 16, 14 and 13 years.
· BJ physically disabled man stabbed to death in Glenroes Scotland. Case in court. Teenager sentenced to 16 years in jail (June 2010).
· MT age 25 woman with learning difficulties and her young brother murdered by father in Fife. Appeal Court refused increase to current 17 year sentence.

· RM 58 year old man with mental health issues beaten to death in Glasgow by 15 years old who is sentenced to four years in prison.

· IB woman aged 87, physically disabled, beaten and stabbed to death in SE London. Case ongoing.
· MF woman aged 59, described as odd, died during arson attack to her home by bullies in Bodmin Cornwall. Case ongoing.
· GF boy aged 11 physically and mentally disabled, murdered by his mother in Cardiff. Case ongoing.
· PL woman aged 65, physically disabled, murdered by her husband in Liverpool.
· PH aged 56 physically disabled man found assaulted to death in his home in Wales.
· SA aged 23 physically disabled man stabbed to death. Case ongoing in Birmingham.
· KF disabled man with multiple impairments murdered by neighbour.
April 2010

· BK, man aged 85 physically disabled stabbed to death in Dorset.
· Mr A aged 62 wheelchair user beaten to death in Scarborough.
· MG man aged 26 had learning difficulties tortured and decapitated by family of five not related to him in Bedfordshire.
· PH man aged 56, physically disabled, found murdered in Denbighshire.
· GS woman aged 71, physically disabled, killed by husband who then killed himself in Sussex.
· JS physically disabled woman dies after cuts to her care package, being investigated in Camden London.
March 2010

· MM man aged 21, physically disabled, stabbed to death in Wolverhampton.
· GB man aged 46 with learning difficulties found murdered in Bedfordshire.
· OO boy aged 16, physically disabled, mauled by dogs then stabbed to death in South London.
· DA man aged 64 had learning difficulties and physical impairments harassed to death in Manchester.
· JN woman aged 62, physically disabled, stabbed to death whilst sitting in her adapted car in Chelmsford.
· A and C Adams both aged 77 physically disabled died during arson attack on mobility scooter in Rugby.
All facts and figures are evidenced by media articles which can be accessed via UKDPC by professional researchers.
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