UKDPC Statement on Government Proposals for Welfare Reform and Budget Cuts

In the light of current Government plans to review benefits and cut welfare, UKDPC is extremely concerned about the potentially devastating impact this will have on our members, DPOs and individuals across the UK. We also draw attention to the intent to reduce disability benefit, review the Independent Living Allowance (ILA) and the proposals to cut our public services.

UKDPC is observing and monitoring the situation very closely, and we have already met and expressed our concerns unequivocally to the Government’s Minister for Disabled People, Maria Miller MP. We are also working closely with disability organisations to ensure that all our views are voiced clearly on behalf of our members.

This week, the Fawcett Society is pursuing a legal action as it rightly believes that the cuts to public sector services will have a disproportionate effect on women. Likewise, these same cuts will have a disproportionate effect on all disabled people.

Whilst we whilst are awaiting formal announcement of what the Government’s welfare reform plans will actually be, we will continue direct meetings with Maria Miller and challenge any proposals that may have a damaging affect on the lives and well-being of disabled people throughout the UK.

We are now in the process of contacting all DPOs to obtain their views on how they feel the Government proposals to cut disability benefits will impact on them and disabled people in their local areas. We will produce a report to that brings together all the views from our members and DPOs across the UK. This report will be submitted to the Minister for Disabled People in September 2010.

Please keep checking our website www.ukdpc.net for developments.

