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UKDPC Response to UN Convention draft report

The Office for Disability Issues set up the UN Convention Working Group in July 2010 and it has met on 8 occasions through 2010 into 2011. The terms of reference of the Group state that its function is:

To provide an independent view to the Office for Disability Issues and UK Government on issues arising from implementation, monitoring and reporting on the UN Convention on the Rights of Disabled People, including:

· Key issues arising in respect of implementation of the Convention from the perspective of disabled people and their organisations. 
For example: this will include views on gaps in compliance or where more needs to be done to ensure rights are achieved, and reporting on areas of success, or where progress is being made.
· Ideas on what disabled people and others need to know about the Convention, and on how that information can effectively be provided.

· Information on what the working group member organisations are doing to promote and raise awareness of the Convention.

The Working Group has carried out these tasks and identified a list of over 120 issues (attached to this letter) raised by disabled people and their organizations which the Working Group felt important for the UK State Report to address. 
Whilst the Working Group has not carried out a systematic analysis of the Draft UK State Report, on first reading it is immediately clear that the Draft UK Report does not reflect the work carried out by the Working Group. This is disappointing and a source of frustration for the members of the Group who have engaged constructively and who now doubt the value of the Group. 

The UN Convention places strong obligations on State Parties in terms of the participation of disabled people. In particular, article 33 (3) requires that:

Civil society, in particular persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, shall be involved and participate fully in the monitoring process.
Neither ‘involvement’ nor ‘full participation’ is apparent in the Draft UK Report; yet a significant investment of time has been made by disabled people’s organizations in the Working Group as part of the structure established by the UK government to meet this obligation. 

The Working Group requests that the content of the Draft UK Report be reconsidered to more adequately reflect the content of the list of issues developed by the Group.  

The Working Group also requests that the list of issues it has developed be made available on the ODI website alongside the Draft UK Report to facilitate better engagement with disabled people and their organizations on the part of the government.
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Alliance for Inclusive Education
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Disability Awareness in Action
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Inclusion Scotland
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