International Committee of UKDPC

Report to ADD on activities in the period 01 October 2007 – 31 October 2008 as set out in the ATS dated October 2, 2007
Objectives

1. To work with UK and international governments to lobby, sign, ratify and implement the UN Convention on the Rights of Disabled People.  Work on the Treaty Monitoring Body (proposing Dr Richard Light), organise conference/publication with UKDPC/ADD and other sources, support public awareness.

2. To work with DFID and other aid agencies, ensuring DFID continues mainstreaming agenda, monitoring CSCF and stay involved in consultations with DES.

3. To share information and learning with INGOs to promote human rights and self-determination approaches in their role with disabled people.  Actively challenge disabling attitudes and projects proposed or implemented by INGOs.

4. Ensure youth are enabled to work with international levels, such as DPI, the UNCRPD and their needs are addressed in mainstreamed activities.

5. Work with DPI in collaborative and supportive roles.

Besides holding regular meetings, either face to face or by teleconferencing, the IC engaged in various activities focused on meeting the five key objectives set out in our ATS with ADD.

 Objective 1

Through the work of Richard Light, the International Committee (IC) of UKDPC took a leading role in the negotiations at the UN that lead to the drafting of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). Subsequently the IC has taken an active part in the ongoing lobbying to persuade the UK government to ratify the Convention without reservations. The IC was a founding member of the UNCCC (UN Convention Campaign Coalition), a coalition of 22 disabled peoples organisations and disability organisations campaigning to ensure that the UK Government ratifies the CRPD without reservations. Two members of the IC, Rachel Hurst and Richard Rieser, continue to take lead positions within the UNCCC.

Objective 2

The IC has continued contacts and discussions with DFID to try to ensure that the agency fulfills its commitment to mainstreaming disability in its work.  Changes in staff with responsibility for the disability agenda at DFID, from a lead who was ally of the movement to someone who is broadly hostile to engagement with the movement, has made it much more difficult for the IC to influence policy and practice at DFID.  

Despite these problems, we were able to play a key role in convincing DFID to become a major contributor to the new Disability Rights Fund and the chair of the IC, Mark Harrison worked with and advised the Fund during its inception phase.

We have worked with SAFOD on a research proposal for DFID’s Civil Society Challenge Fund, but although it got through the first stage, it was subsequently unsuccessful. This is a continuation of a pattern with respect to the CSCF of rejecting bids from DPOs. We have brought this up before with DFID and will be renewing our discussions with them, as the way the CSCF operates is prejudicial to the interests of DPOs.

Finally, we were able to raise money from DFID to help fund the participation at the Commonwealth Disabled Peoples’ Conference, 4 – 7 November 2007, Kampala, Uganda and also the Commonwealth Disability Forum, Conference, London, March 2008. Reports on these meetings are given below.

Besides its work with DFID, the IC also collaborated with SHIA (The Swedish Organisations of Disabled Persons International Aid Association), Latvian DPOs and a number of Southern DPOs to put together a major bid to the European Union on a project about educating disabled people on disability and development. Unfortunately, despite a great deal of work, the proposal was unsuccessful.
Objective 3
The IC continues to use the manifesto Equalise It! as a tool for campaigning to create the ‘paradigm shift’ required by the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).  An increasing number of DPOs from both North and South are signing up and joining the campaign to change the power relations between disabled people and our organisations and the disability industry and charities that use disabled people as the ‘raw material’ to further their interests.   
A good example of this was our work at the Commonwealth Disabled Peoples’ Conference, where, as outlined below, the Manifesto was in large part adopted.

The purpose of the conference was to ensure that disability is raised in the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM).  The organisers of the conference experienced a number of difficulties in raising funds for the event.  

We were told there would be representatives from DPOs from 14/15 Commonwealth countries and over 100 delegates.  However the attendance was much lower and only 7/8 Commonwealth countries were represented.  Apart from the UK, all participants were from African countries.  There were not any delegates from the Asia, Pacific, Caribbean countries of the Commonwealth.  The majority of the participants were from Uganda.

In spite of these problems the conference had adopted the title of the Manifesto – Equalise It and produced powerful statements to be taken into the CGOGM process.  It recommended to CHOGM:

1. The ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability and its Optional Protocol, by all countries in the Commonwealth.

2. The recognition of disability as a cross-cutting issue that should be mainstreamed in domestic policy and planning and prioritized in international cooperation. 

3. The development of a disability policy and programmes to cater for the concerns of  Persons With Disabilites (PWDs) in line with article 32 of the UN Convention 

Mark Harrison, chair of the IC was elected to a steering group who were tasked with establishing a Commonwealth Disability Forum.  

Mark Harrison and Rachel Hurst had had a meeting with the NCVO BOND group, made up of development NGOs (not DPOs).  They had initially reacted quite negatively to the Manifesto, but since then had discussed it and decided that they agreed with it – but it was quite clear that they had no intention of really becoming allies as set out in the manifesto.   Although they said they would get back to us, so far we have heard nothing.
Objective 4

Commonwealth Disability Forum, Conference, London, March 2008

The IC raised funds from The Commonwealth Foundation, The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and the Department for International Development (DFID) to organize two events in London in March to further this aim.  The first meeting was a steering group attended by 21 disabled activists from 15 Commonwealth countries.

The second was a Youth Forum attended by 13 young disabled people from 10 Commonwealth countries.  It was facilitated by two young disabled people from createXchange.

The two groups decided to establish a Commonwealth Disability Forum and a Youth Forum and that there would be 2 young people represented on the adult committee.  A reception was held at Marlborough House to formally launch the Forum attended by consuls and other Commonwealth members.

Zara Todd, a member of the IC, ZT was a member of a youth advocate programme that was organised by the British Council. Members travelled to the paralympic training centre in Beijing where they made a video, the theme of which was ‘what is access?’ The paralympic training centre was not fully accessible. She also went to Lithuania to an EU conference on Independent Living and young people – youth being defined as between 18 – 35 years. 

Objective 5
Two IC members attended Disabled People’s International world assembly in South Korea in September.  There were over 2,500 delegates from 71 countries.  As well as participating in the conference Mark Harrison gave a presentation on the Disability Knowledge and Research (KAR) programme and Equalise It – A Manifesto for Disability Equality.  Richard Reiser presented on inclusive education.

The conference was dominated by discussions and celebrations around the new UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

 Our grant from ADD allowed us to maintain our membership of DPI.
